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For Release lX%NEEE 20, 1952 

RUDOLPH DIEZEGii3ACH, lT%S VEPERAl1, RETIRES 

w (I $4 4 is \ ’ 
Rudolph Dieffenbach, co-ordinator of River Basin Studies for the Fish and 

Wildlife Services, will retire on December 20 after a long and notable Federal 
career of 44 years and eight months, Secretary of the Interior Oscar I. Chapman 
announced today. 

For. the past 27 years Mr. Dieffenbach has been an official of the Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the former Bureau of Biological Survey, one of its predecessor 
sgencies. 

At a convocation held in the Department of the Interior Auditorium on 
December 16, Mr. Dieffenbach was presented with the Department’s Distinguished Serv- 
ice Award, signed by Secretary Chapman. 

‘IThe career of Rudolph Dieffenbach has been one of outstending accomplistits 
in the field of land acquisition for the establ’ishment of a system of national wild- 
life refwes and as an administrator and planner of the Service’s river basin con- 
servation programs, ‘I declared Secretary Chapman. 

Mr, Dieffenbach began his Federal employment in 1908 when he was appointed as 
a Junior forester with the United States Forest Service and detailed to the western 
United States to work on land cla.ssification and forest boundary surveys. In 1912 
a drorwticn brought him into the Washington office and from that time until 1924 his 
work9 for the most part, dealt with land surveysL appraisals, and ar:quisitions under 
the Weeks law, In October 1924 he transferred to the TYeasq Department for a year 
as a forest valuation engineer, studying forest resources for income tax purposes, 

Because of his training and recognized experience in handling land acquisition 
matters, he was selected by the former Bureau of Biological Survey in 1925 to 
organize a program, heedquartered at Winona, Minn,, , fc;r acquisition of the land 
required for the newly authorized Upper Mississippi River ?qildlife end Fi.sh Refuge, 
exte&lding along both sides of the Kissisei ppi %.cTer for a distance of approximately 
300 miles from Rack I sland, III., to Wabasha, N&n. 

In 1929, after the enacJtment by Congress of the Migratory Bird Conservation 
Act which authorized the purchase oI c land to establish a nationwide system of 
migratory waterfold refuges, Mr. Dieffenbachrs abilities as an expert in land *quiw 
sition were again recognized by a promotion to t.he Washington office to take charge 
of the nelnl Rra;lch of Laii2dsQ In this position? ia which he retimaiuled until 1947, .he 
became reSpi>nSlble $32 xga?Ati.;.ng and directing the ap;Lqaisti and &Xulsi tion Of 
lands fo;” i,he 272 ~mtP:m&. b*ildl.ife Tefuges which the Service administers today., 
b, Dieffe&ach is cr&.ted wi’l;h pu.sh2.ng this wk with great enmu and his efforts 
were consta;ltly directed toward squiring lands at the lowest possible cost to the 



Federal Government , 
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As an added responsibility, he was appointed in 1930 as score- 
gratory Bird Conservation Commissi~ end served in that capacity until 

l 

In 1945, when it became evident that advance planning and co-ordination were a 
neceeeary part of the job of canserving end protecting fish and wildlife resources 
within the river basins of the United States in connection with flood control, 
kdroekctric and irrigation projects proposed by the Corps of hhgineers and the 
D~rea~ of Reclamation, a new organizational unit, the’ Office of River Basin Studies, 
was established in the Fish and Wildlife Service, Mr. Dieffenbach was selected to 
head this unit, and at the same time to continue as Chief of the Division of Lands, 
In this dual capacity, Mr, Meffenbach did such a remarkable job of organizing end 
Nanning that he was given a superior accomplishment award in 1946, BY 1947 the 
nature and scope of river basin projects had become so extensive that Mr. Meffen- 
bath was assigned to devote his full time to this program, 

During his career Mr. Xeffenbach served on many committees end represented 
the Service’s Director at numerous meetings and conventions, His latest represent- 
tion was as a delegate to the convention of the International Union for the Protec- 
tion of Nature, held at Caraoas, Venezuela, in September 1932. At this meeting he 
presated a paper cn the effects of dams on fish end wildlife resources in the 
uni ted Stat es, 

Rudolph Weffenbach was borm in Westminster, Mb, onDecember 25, 188% In 
1905 he was graduated from the Baltimore, Md., City College, and in 1908 he 
received the degree of B,, S, in Forestry from Biltmore, N, C., Forest School. Be is 
a metier of the Wildlife Society, Sooiety of American Foresters, md the Masonic 
Order. & mthorized several fuels on the survey md appraisal of lands, 

Mr. and Mrs. Meffenbach live at 7901 K&bury Drive, Bethesda, Masylandt 
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